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CUCKOOS and COUCALS

. COMMON CUCKOO (African race) «
Yellow base to bill: white bars across tail. Migrant European
race has upper mandible grey; tail spotted, not barred. Some
females and immatures rufous, not grey, barred dusky above
and below.

. RED-CHESTED CUCKOO! 5
Distinct rufous throat patch: juvenile darker with black throat
patch.

. BLACK AND WHITE CUCKOO
Conspicuous short white wing bar.

. YELLOWBILL or GREEN CO
Conspicuous yellow bill.

. DIDRIC CUCKOO
Upperparts coppery-green; tail mainly blackish with white spots
—not white with black spots.

. EMERALD CUCKOO
Male: Brilliant green plumage and contrasting yellow breast.
Female: Heavily barred underparts.

. KLAAS’ CUCKOO
Male: Vivid green and white with green chest patches.
Female: Outer tail feathers mainly white.

. WHITE-BROWED COUCAL
Clqmsy-looldng with floundering flight; chestnut wings and
whitish eye stripe.
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BIODIVERSITY -
A VARTEGATED,
FLOURTSHING

(OMMUNITY OF 8
LANTS,
ANIMALS,
FUNGE, AND A\
MICROBES.
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A CONVENTIONAL
LAWN - BASED YARD
DOES HARDLY ANY OF
THESE THINGS. L0OKS
NICE, BUTFAIRLY
ABOR-INTENSIVE FOR %8
WRAT YOU GET.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Omaha_suburban_street 40
_megapixel_20110406.jpg (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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FOR LESS YARD
MAINTENANCE,
(ONSIDER
REPLACING SOME

AREAS OF
TRADITIONAL LAWN e
GRASS WITH s

MULTIPURPOSE -
PERENNIALS




NO MOWING, LESS WATER NEEDED.
LLUMING HASLIA




HORSEHERB/STRAGGLER DALSY OCARPUS VIALLS), A NATIVE GROUND COVER




H(OGFRUH (PHY[A NODIHORA) A NATIV[ GROUND(OV[R

J.M.Garg, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>,
via Wikimedia Commons

https //www f|ICkI' com/photos/501 52666 @N02/5762136031/



If you want to attract birds, start by thinking about
their needs like they would.

So...INSECTS!




Over 90% of land birds need insects (both larval and adult
forms) as food, particularly for their nestlings, which require
a diet high in fat and protein in order to maintain proper
growth pace. Insects depend mainly on the native plants with
which they have co-evolved. This is why exotic plants do not
support a large bird population.




e Aim for 70% native plants by mass in a yard. Native trees
and woody shrubs are especially important to maintain a
large insect variety and population.

e "Keystone" plant species support especially large numbers
of insect species ( ).

Cenizo / Texas Sage

Shumard Red Oak, a native species

https://www.flickr.com/photos/

CC BY-SA 2.0 mickl




NATIVE PLANTS THAT SUPPORT INSECTS
(& THEREBY BIRDS)

Hackberry tree species (Sugar &
Netleaf Hackberries, Celtis
laevigata & reticulata) are larval
hosts for several butterfly and
moth species. Moreover, their
berries are an important food
source for birds in the fall and
winter.







Predatory insects limit the populations of other species that eat
desirable plants, and themselves are food sources for birds.
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MORE INSECT PREDATORS

Variegated Meadowhawk

Heteropogon Robber Fly




Natural mulch and leaf litter are excellent habitat for
insects, especially during the winter months.
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WHAT ABOVT BIRD
FEEDERS AND BIRD

BATHS?




Wl By GeorgeB2
Bl https://pixabay.com/photos/humming
B Dbird-wildlife-bird-feeder-5065645/

Artificial feeders are fine as supplements, but should not be
the primary sources of food for birds in our yards.



Perched before
visiting birdbath

With Suet Cake




and Autumn Sage
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House Finch and Common
Sunflower
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Sonoran bumblebee on
Golden Crownbeard
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;;\ Carolina Snailseed



Goosefoot / Lamb’s Quarters (Chenopodium album)

Remember to leave plants with dry seeds still attached in place
through the winter.










Bird baths - moving water is extra attractive; cover
nearby, but not so much as to give predators an
advantage







A TEW OF THE BIRDS
WE'VE
DOCUMENTED

[N QUR YARD



SPOTTED TOWHEE
(PIPILO MACULATUS)






















,' \ Great Crested
‘ Flycatcher
(Myiarchus
crinitus)






American

4% Robin

\ 3 (Turdus

i migratorius)













Western Kingbird
(Tyrannus verticalis)



Sharp-shinned
Hawk
(Accipiter

striatus)




Black-crested Titmouse
(Baeolophus atricristatus)









YLNITION ETHIC

-/ /PLIABAY.COM/ PHOTOS/ GREEN - LEAF- LITTLE- SLUG- NATURE- GREEN - 112012/



e Wisdom of acknowledging limitations

even as we work tfoward change

e Benefits of gradual, incremental

changes - take pictures

e Maximize opportunities for

learning and reflection - journal



USEFUL RESOURCES

e Information about keystone plant species by ecoregion

e \Wildlife garden information from recent workshops
(Marianne Maruqq)

e Various resources related to wildlife-friendly yards

(Marianne Marugg)







