
Crissy Ward, Owner and Beekeeper



Sadie Grace Farms
Pure Raw Local Honey
Pollination Services
Bee Rescues and Removals
Apiary Set-Up
Beekeeping Consultation
Beekeeping Education, Tours, Classes

Chickens, Farm fresh eggs



Big Country Bee 
Keepers Association



Honeybee Basics

Why We Need Bees

Bee Emergencies

How you can be involved

Becoming a Beekeeper



Quiz 1  

How many eyes do honeybees have?



Bees have 5 total eyes.  
3 simple eyes on top and then 2 compound eyes on 
each side. 



Honeybee Anatomy



Bee Anatomy



Honeybee Hives

Bees live in together in a colony of bee’s – the colony lives in a structure called a beehive.
All of the beehives together is called an apiary or a bee farm. 



Bee Colony and Hive



Bee Hives



Who’s Who in a honeybee colony….
• Three types of bees in a honeybee colony or bee hive…

Queen Worker Drone



Honeybee Colony





Quiz 2 

How do bees tell other bees 
where to find nectar?

• Make a sound
• Dance
• Point with their antennae 



Why do we need 
Honey Bees?

What do the bees 
provide nature?

Roll do they play?
- Pollination
- Honey
- Beeswax
- Bee Venom



Bees do more than 
make honey…

Bees are responsible for 
pollinating over 90 types of 
flowering crops in the US. 
Over 1/3 of our food supply
+
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Why Do We Need Bees 

Put simply, bees pollinate our plants - they carry pollen 
between plants of different sexes to fertilize them or even 
between different parts of the same plant.

1/3 of our food crops are pollinated by bees.

Bees also pollinate crops that animals, birds and other 
species eat as well. Deer, quail, turkey, dove, chickens, etc

Gardens, landscaping, trees, all walks of life need bees…



Why Do We Need Bees 

Trees need bees!
It is not only flowers and food crops that are 
pollinated by bees.
This point is often neglected, but many trees are 
pollinated by bees.

Fruit bearing trees, Oak, Mesquite, 



Bees Pollinating 



Bees Pollinating 















Quiz 2  

What two reasons does a queen 
leave the bee hive?



Why Do We Need Bee’s 
Honey is known for its antioxidant, antimicrobial, anti-
inflammatory, and anticancer properties.
In traditional medicine, people use honey when treating a wide 
variety of conditions such as…
•Eye diseases
•Bronchial asthma - Allergies
•Cough and Sore Throats
•Hiccups
•Fatigue
•Dizziness
•Constipation
•Eczema
•Ulcers
•Wounds, burns, cuts



Fun Fact!
Honey is the only food on the planet that NEVER goes 
bad….



Medicinal Honey
The Honey Pathways Lab at UTSA



Why Do We Need Bees 
Beeswax is another important product from bees, used widely in a 
number of skincare products. Pharmaceutical industries use beeswax in 
ointments, hand salves, balms, etc

•Beeswax Candles – purify the air
•Beeswax Lotions, ointments
•Beeswax Lip balm, lip butter
•Beeswax Beard Balm



Quiz 3  

What is the typical shape of cells 
in a honey bee hive?



Services we provide…

Bee Stings
Bee Emergencies
Bee Relocation
Role of the Beekeeper



Why Do Bees Sting?
• Bees will defend their 

colonies. Defensive not 
aggressive. 
–Offspring called brood
–Food called honey and 

pollen
• Bee stings release special 

pheromones
• Colony sizes can range 

from 10,000 to 60,000 bees



Bee Swarms



Not A Swarm



Scene Size Up
Important questions to ask

– Is it a swarm or established 
hive?

– Were the insects disturbed?
– Is anyone allergic?

– Do they have their EpiPen?
– Have they already been dosed 

due to exposure?
– Has anyone already been stung?

– How long ago were they stung?
– Call a local beekeeper for help!



What to Do…What to Do…
• An Undisturbed Bee Swarm

– Call a beekeeper to collect
– Leave it alone

• A Disturbed Swarm/Hive
– Remove bystanders and potential 

victims
– Spray sugar water or water and Pray!
– Use the water as a wall to knock bees 

from the air
– Call a local beekeeper or Fire Dept. 

• Stinging Insect Victim 
– Remove stingers ASAP!
– Apply Cold Compress, Benadryl 

Cream
– Call EMS if needed
– Remove the stung person from the 

scene…pheromones attract more 
bees.



Quiz 4  

Why do bees swarm?



Bee Relocation 



• Trained Beekeepers will come to the 
location, size it up. 

• We will bring a team of other 
beekeepers to safety remove the bees 
from the structure

• Clean everything out…this is 
important…

• Give the bees time to clean the space 
then fill the void. 

• Relocate to a local apiary, supporting 
new beekeepers. 



How to become a beekeeper…

Contact a local beekeeper or beekeepers association 
and ask for classes, mentors, shadowing, etc



Contact a local beekeeper for shadowing, training, education



Contact Sadie Grace Farms

Sadie Grace Farms

Crissy Ward

325.665.1638

Sadiegracefarms@gmail.com

www.SadieGraceFarms.com

Facebook / Instagram

mailto:Sadiegracefarms@gmail.com


Contact Us

Big Country Beekeepers Association 

Monthly Meetings
3rd Tuesday of each month
Ridgemont Baptist Church

4857 Buffalo Gap Road, Abilene

Crissy Ward - 325.665.1638
www.BigCountryBeekeepersAssociation.com
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