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The size of our grandparents country gardens were 
economical and produced a significant portion of the 

family’s food.  They were economical.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2-3 generations ago most people lived in rural settings and had sufficient room and time to produce large quantities of produce that could be canned for later use.
Our Grandparents gardened mainly out of necessity for fresh produce. 
Lack of availability, diversity of commodities, inadequate food preservation techniques, and costs of food were the driving forces. 




Very limited space in most urban settings 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today’s typical Texas home garden is approximately 20 ft X 20 ft in size.
They are relatively expensive to produce. The costs involved include railroad ties, rooting media, fertilizer, transplants, cages, irrigation system, water, and pesticides.
Estimated cost is $200 and approximately 3 months of care required for this garden size.
Not a good economic return for the cost and the time required to produce a product.




Garden Site Selection Factors

Light: morning sun best
Soil Type: sandy loam best
Drainage: well drained
Water Source: low salinity
Convenience: near kitchen

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Factors to consider in selecting a garden site are: 
Consider the area of the landscape that receives the highest light intensity for the longest duration.  Sites that get the morning sun are better than those receiving evening sun.
Soil type – sandy loam type are the best, if none is available, select the area that has the lightest soil type.
Select an area that is well drained, most vegetable crops cannot stand wet feet.
Choose an area with a convenient water source.  Dragging hoses around the yard is not fun.




Poor Garden Site

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an example of a shaded area with poor drainage and root competition from the surrounding trees and bushes.
Try to stay away from areas near large trees and shrubs.




Raised beds can offset poor soils and drainage 
problems

6“-24” Depth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If the area you have available in your landscape does not drain well or have poor, shallow soil, you might want to consider raised bed gardening.
Cinder blocks, railroad ties, landscape timbers can be used to build raised beds.
Beds should be a minimum of 6 inch deep and filled with a rooting media as described.
These beds provide excellent drainage.
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Till

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To help prep the garden tilling up your ground garden is usually the first step.  

Tilling is a somewhat controversial topic. Realistically you will only need to till ONCE.  
After first year will only need to lightly mix in amendments.  
Lots of fungi and micro organisms live in the soil.  Tilling can damage their environment.



Good Drainage is Essential

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Proper seed placement can go a long way to producing optimum yield and quality of produce

Plant in block rows not single rows to maximize productive area

30-36” works very well




Irrigation

Drip / Neta-fim

Hand

Bubblers

Soaker Hose

Pop-up

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You want to water plants not the air.

Water at the roots.

Plants usually HATE to be wet.

Tomatoes can get fungal and viral diseases from watering
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QUESTIONS?
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